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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Cx] 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

Ex] 2. Relevance of the non-English language references is discussed in the present 
specification. (See refs. 7 & 8) 

[><3 3. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language references 
appears in the Appendix attached hereto. (See refs. 7-15) 

IXI 4. English-language Abstracts of the non-English language references are attached 
hereto. (See refs. 7, 10-12 & 15) 
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E<] 5. A computer-generated English translation of the following Japanese Patent 
Publications has been obtained from the website of the Japanese Patent Office 
([http://www.jpo.go.jp]), and is attached, but has not been reviewed for accuracy. (See 
refs. 7, 10 & 11) 

^\ 6. The references were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent application No. 
10/396,603, filed March 26, 2003, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 37 CFR § 1.98(d). (See 
refs. 1 and 3-6) 



Respectfully submitted, 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Scott M. Schulte 
Registration No. 44,325 



JAO:SMS/sxb 

Date: December 3, 2003 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 




1 


6,321,063 Bl 


11/2001 


Tanaka et al. 








2 


D456,834 S 


05/2002 


Fetherolf et al. 






FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 




3 


JP 3205734 B2 (w/abstract and 

1"t*Q tic 1 citi i 
Lldl IbldLlUI 1 J 


06/29/2001 


Japan 








4 


JP 2002-171372 A (w/abstract, 

AvnlanQtiAn onH frond Ckt tr\r\\ 
CA.pi dlldllOIl dllU II allbldUUIl J 


06/14/2002 


Japan 








5 


JP 2002-62704 A (w/abstract, 
explanation and translation) 


02/28/2002 


Japan 








6 


JP 2002-300369 A (w/abstract, 
explanation and translation) 


10/11/2002 


Japan 








7 


2002-362814 (w/abstract, 
explanation and translation) 


12/18/2002 


Japan 








8 


6-6 1 844 (w/explanation) 


9/2/1994 


Japan 








9 


5-1755 (w/ explanation) 


1/14/1993 


Japan 








10 


10-330015 (w/abstract, explanation 
and translation) 


12/15/1998 


Japan 








11 


1 1-157732 (w/abstract, explanation 
and translation) 


6/15/1999 


Japan 








12 


6-10064 (w/abstract and 
explanation) 


2/9/1994 


Japan 








13 


2-10349 (w/ explanation) 


1/23/1990 


Japan 








14 


7-21467 (w/ explanation) 


5/17/95 


Japan 








15 


62-1 53059 (w/abstract and 
explanation) 


7/8/1987 


Japan 






EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 


Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: December 3. 2003 
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APPENDIX 

7) Japanese Laid Open Patent Publication No. 2002-362814 with English abstract, which 
discloses a discharged sheet stack surface 7a in Fig. 2 or surfaces 7al, 7a2 in Fig. 3. 

8) Japanese Laid Open Utility Model Publication No. 6-61844. discloses a discharged sheet 
receiving surface 24a, a recess 70 and a stopper 73. 

9) Japanese Laid Open Utility Model Publication No. 5-1755 discloses recesses 14, 14 and a 
plate member 3. 

10) Japanese Laid Open Patent Publication No. 10-330015 with English abstract, which discloses 
a stopper 26 and a friction surface 37. 

1 1) Japanese Laid Open Patent Publication No. 1 1-157732 with English abstract, which discloses 
a discharged sheet tray 4 having recesses 50, 51. 

12) Japanese Patent Publication No. 6-10064 with English abstract, which discloses a stacker 5 
having a recess 5h in Fig. 6. 

13) Japanese Laid Open Utility Model Publication No. 2-10349 discloses a discharged sheet tray 
47 having a recess 47c. 

14) Japanese Utility Model Publication No. 7-21467 discloses a discharged sheet tray 2 having a 
projected portion 3 and a slant portion 3a. 

15) Japanese Laid Open Patent Publication No. 62-153059 with English abstract, which discloses 
a discharged sheet tray 2 having an extended member 3 and a stopper 4. 



